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Sabrina Wynn, center, and other members of Mothers United to Stop Torture afier a hearing by the D.€. Counsil's Judiciary Committee into
eomplaints about alleged abusive treatment of inmates at the D.C. Jall. The women say thelr sons were mistveated by jail personnei.

D.C. Inmates “Tortured,” Mothers Say

One Accused Jail Guard Has Been Transferred, Council Members Told

By Kariyn Barxzr
Washington Post Staff Writer

A group of mothers said yesterday that
their sons were “beaten and tortured” by
guards at the D.C. jail during several in-
cidents last month in which they alleged
that inmates were sprayed with Mace,
stripped, blasted with water hoses and
dragged from their cells and attacked out
of the view of security cameras.

Sabrina Wynn, testifying at a D.C.
Council hearing on behalf of six mothers
whose sons are jailed, called on the Dis-

trict to investigate the allegations and fire
any corrections officers who are found to
be responsible.

“If dogs were mistreated as our sons
have been, those responsible would be
prosecuted for animal cruelty,” said
Wynn, whose testimony came in a day-
long hearing by the council's Judiciary
Committee into the operations of the De-
partment of Corrections.

The agency’s interim director, S. El
wood York Jr., told the panel’s chairman,
Phil Mendelson (D-At Large), that the
department’s internal affairs division

looked into the allegations and turned the
investigation over to the US. attorney’s
office. He declined to comment further on
the probe, except to say that one of the
guards alleged to be a ringleader in the
abuse has been reassigned.

Wynn and the other mothers, wearing
T-ghirts identifying themselves as Moth-
ers United to Stop Torture, said they be-
gan receiving claims of inmate abuse late
last month from their sons, other in-
mates, corrections officers and their
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isons’ attorneys. The reports in-
-pluded incidenta in which inmates
sallégedly were stripped; deprived
sofssink and toilet water; hand-
seuffed and ‘beaten; dragged from

-their ‘cells. and licked by large:

:groups of guards in riot gear;
-sprayed with high-pressure water
thoses; and denied medical care or
faccess to their families,

-no’The inmates, in the South One
‘gellblock, a  high-security  area,

‘were repeatedlyMacedmtheface '

and genitals while huddled in their
-gells,” Wynn said. In some cases,
-inmates were “dragged to areas
soutside the view of video cameras
itohe-beaten further.”

This year, the corrections de-
‘partment mstalled 175 surveil-
sfance cameras throughout the jail
o,provide 24-hour monitoring and
-£0.:serve as a deterrent to-violence,
-Fhe-mothers and their attorney,

‘Douglas R: Sparks, said they have.

sheen unable to get copies of the

wideotapes: -
¢ Mendelson said he wrote to the
-torrections. . -department - - this

-month, requesting copies of the
-surveillance tapes and asking for a
-détailed response to the allega-
tions.

{1t was unclear yesterday wheth-

<efiduch tapes exist.

-:oYork, who has been at the agen-

--ty's helm for eight months, said

e videotapes, “if any,” are with
"theU.S. attorney’s office,

szriYork told Mendelson that the
udepartment, with 906 full-time em-
iployees and a budget of more than

Marietta Robinson, semnd from right, tells Sahrina Wynn, far leﬁ, about her grandson's case.

Sons Abused Mothers Say
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Norma Momﬁ whose son Miguel is at the D.C. jail, attended the heating.

$121 million, has worked hard to

improve security and food at the -

jail while -cutting overtime costs.
He said the agency faces a critical
shortage -in corrections officers
and has begun an aggressive re-
cruitment effort.

Mendelson questioned York
about efforts to reduce the jail pop-
ulation and improve medical and
educational services. The District
and the agency have failed to com-
ply with a 20-month-old law nego-
tiated with the council to improve
conditions and operations at the
jail and to establish a cap on pop-
ulation to ease crowding. A recent
inmate count put the number at
more than 2,300.

York and others cited some pro-
grams aimed at improving services
during and after incarceration as
well as efforts to decrease the in-
mate population.

Said Darrin L. Bailey, a correc-
tions officer: “We do an outstand-
ing job with the resources we
have.”

But Philip Fornaci, executive di-
rector of the D.C. Prisoners’ Legal
Services Project, said chronic
problems with overcrowding, med-
ical services and “unabated” vio-
lence persist.

The agency, he said, “needs
broad-based changes, beginning at
the top and continuing through ev-
ery level.”



